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6th International Deleuze conference “The territory

Draft: Deleuze and the Schizoanalysis of Spatial Power
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—from Molecular Revolution in Brazil :
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“collective action” ot %
* production through desire - _ | BiE i
*micropolitics, becoming-black, becoming-woman, becoming-homosexual...

_~* subjectivity and collective assemblages of sub;ectlwty —

* today: a becoming public g - B - S e
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TODAY, AN URBAN REVOLUTION ?

*World Integrated Capitalism (Guattari) has become much stronger and are intensified in
global cities. Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro

* large scale event culture (the olympics, world cup in Rio,

abstract machine: capital power structures in the city

*People both react against capitalism and market driven urban development and against the
lack of public investment in infrastructure and urban development.

Focus:

*DIY urbanism and urban movements (mobility, urban art, ephemeral spaces, occupation of
spaces) thrive especially in Sao Paulo.



MICROPOLITICS, DESIRE
AND PRODUCTION OF SUBJECTIVITY

“The problematics of micropolitics don’t involve the level of representation

but the level of the production of subjectivity. They have to do with modes of
expression that involve not only language but also heterogeneous semiotic levels”
(Molecular Revolutions in Brazil. p. 39)

On desire and production
“desire produces reality, or stated another way, desiring production is one and the same
thing as social production. “ (Deleuze & Guattari Anti-Oedipus p. 30)

Socio-spatial manifestations, performances, acts, spatial production
Space being produced as desiring machines



THREE TERRITORIES

*Minhocao: Art, design, performance
*JB Boxing Academy Coletivo Glicério: Reuse Station and a boxing academy

*Teleférico and Communiférico in Complexo do Alemao
A
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Mlnhocao a mck name for the h1 hway Elevado Costa e Silva, was -
: 1 tl [es'a ping in-1970.
= [truns through the centre of Sao Paule andls almost 10 km long.




: ...4...\_.....
o y VAR §
A0
R s — | SR
' !
) |
. o
. 2\ : "
o v o » ’ Nt b& | : L TR RN e Ny koo R
Py . bR Eeeews BRI b PS . W.. T el At }
Y Py — Ay = /i N N Y - S8 T . m» : AL X :
mry - .y  F ¥ Lwste b - f i N 1 Gia
: 3 : ~ - : - y . ) AN g LN , *7
gy —¢ 4  _Ful  § e B §
) i S & i 4 ” .
. preEs e, T E e m——— o — \ . . ......, 5 ,..Y\ he »mﬁ W _..»- ’ *4,...., 4"
; ) ) s S w .,M*
< _

Ly
' ¥ g
Wil
T S BN N IR .
Y e (IR SR SHem—— :
I B






=
- o~ Yo o > -
S e i AL = o
o = Y X
e e W =
\ [
D s " . »
Y s, |
| \ s T
|

.com/.atc er_embedded
4 ,:"l"-‘ ™ Q! i | - ) | 1

- 2 ’
. . -
_ IRk dR .
= =& . .
& M



http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=5AzIL2G_0pU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=5AzIL2G_0pU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=5AzIL2G_0pU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=5AzIL2G_0pU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=5AzIL2G_0pU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=5AzIL2G_0pU

o g

>

 here ii Sao Pau O

‘

mer archltect anc Cliliural activi]




’ﬁ

Py - “eoy -
‘ — v o ' . >N : - - : <
> . - B - - b . ecicole @
i - 1) ~ . | Pem @ borde e o
- - . 1\ l‘\ 4 : ) | .‘ f* - .
g '- - - . | P .
’ =5 q : | | .
—— i\ - . - - - g { - \
) 4 r \ .
J T s -
i1 | ) [ - > e

-\

wt gentrification processes o sal estate bubble’ reflecting the r %

architecture and design in ge ration. = gms R N
Against formal architect |




Ive spaces

‘ i Affect



MINHOCAQ: SUBJECTIVATION AND
BECOMING PUBLIC

“This realization takes place on two levels, which
usually go hand in hand — first in the sense of wish
production, that is, the awakening of the idea of a
different, more desirable development in the midst
of the public, and second in the practical
implementation of that idea from the very
beginning. However small, symbolic, and
temporary these single steps may be, the are
nonetheless still capable of sparking a social
dynamic in which more and more actors
participate, so that the project keeps evolving.”

Oswalt, Overmeyer, Misselwitz (2013): Urban
Catalyst: The Power of Temporary Use p. 276




MINHOCAQ: FINDINGS

* Change in social and spatial practices: transformation of the city happens collectively

* the becoming-public of a highly striated space

* The temporary constraints (Sundays only) spark new social dynamics and relations, molecular
rather than molar as the temporary art interventions can be seen as reactions to durable
architecture and art in public (art, design and architecture are not used as gentrifiers).

*Spatial and affective means of communication and spreading the message / social media is
not the only media: urban space is media.
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Performance venue for tournaments and cultural events
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JB BOXING ACADEMY / COLETIVO GLICERIO
FINDINGS

* desire and spatial production are related through re- /deterritorialization

“if desire produces, its product is real. If desire is productive, it can be productive
only in the real world and produce only reality (...). Desire and its object are one
and the same thing: the machine, as a machine of machine. Desire is a machine,
and the object of desire is another machine connected to it. Hence the product is
something removed or deducted from the process of producing: between the act of
producing and the product, something becomes detached, thus giving the
vagabond, nomad subject a residuum. “ Deleuze and Guattari: Anti-Oedipus p. 26

*The assemblage JB Boxing Academy and Coletivo Glicério is constructed through
desiring production and contributes to urban spatial production.

* Spatial power is produced collectively and by reassembling waste from the city



(OMPLEXO DO ALEMAD
THE TERRITORY, THE TELEFERICO,
SUBJECTIVATION
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COMPLEXO DO ALEMAO

+ CASCOLAND
FINDINGS

* Spatial production and desiring machines take place as constant deterritorializations.
* Artistic interventions are not always molecular - they can also represent molar modes of

spatial production (the good intentions of making public spaces in the favela)
desiring machines takes place as a reappropriation of the interventions.
* Spatial power is thus constantly deterritorialised and reterritorialised: from t

whereas the

ne territory of

the teleférico => to the communiferico => to the desiring production and rea
the faveladores

opropriation of



SUBJECTIVATION, MICROPOLITICS, CHANGE?

“Assemblages capable of building up their own modes of subjectivation involve two kinds of
attitude:

—the normalizing attitude, which follows two different but complementary ways: either it
systematically ignores those assemblages, dismissing them as ancillary problems or archaisms,
or else it recovers and integrates them.

—the attitude of recognition, which preserves their specific character and their common traits
in order to make their articulation possible and produce a real change in the situation.

Any emerging singularity brings about two kinds of micropolitical response: a normalizing
response or an attempt to use that singularity to initiate a process that may change the
situation, and perhaps not just locally.”

Molecular Revolution in Brazil




SUBJECTIVATION, MICROPOLITICS?

*Molecular urban revolutions are slippery and cannot be generalized - we have to look into
the specific urban assemblages (a radical empiricism similar to the journeys of Guattari and
Rolnik)

*What can we learn from the social and collective spatial practices in Brazil?

*desiring machines and subjectivation take place as deterritorialization - becoming public,
becoming commercial, becoming boxing academy, becoming performance venue...

*the molar is necessary for molecular revolutions to take place

* the molar and the molecular are most often intertwined. For instance, desiring machines and
work life are related.

*But that does not mean that we could institutionalize, formalize and integrated molecular
urban revolutions into planning, for instance.







