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Structure of the discussion 

• Language Ideologies, constructs and attitudes 

• Transient Multilingual Communities and their challenges 

• Methods and Data  

• Ideologies new and old 



Language 
Ideologies 

Constructs/Knowledge Attitudes/Evaluations 



The ‘construct’ resource 

• An ideological postulate about language variation and social 
meaning 

• emerges historically, circulates in society 

• an isolatable (and relational) unit at the linguistic form/social 
meaning interface 

• above the level of the individual linguistic sign 

• located firmly within language ideology 

• emergent in interaction  

• can crystallize in metalinguistic talk … and stylization  

    (Fabricius and Mortensen fc) 



An example (Fabricius and Mortensen fc) 

• “RP is posh and Southern” 

 

 38 INT: hmm  

39 F07: erm (0.4) Northerners I've heard saying that Southerners are  

40  posh and ⌈ooh I had⌉ to speak all posh and Southern today and  

41 INT:                    ⌊mhm⌋ 

(Fabricius and Mortensen fc: excerpt 
p 17) 



Transient Multilingual 
Communities 
• Typical of late modernity’s global elite 

• Ad hoc groups of people, short duration 

• Formed for a specific purpose eg a semester class 

• Multilingual members have potentially widely different 
linguistic and cultural backgrounds and norms 

• Such groups abound at internationalised universities… 

 

 



A theoretical challenge to 
mainstream sociolinguistics 
• Much sociolinguistics presupposes stable communities  

• ”Predicated on a set of shared norms” (Labov 1968:251) 

• ”Language is the property of the community” as theoretical 
tenet in these cases 

• Speakers share norms of usage and of evaluation (RP is 
posh…) 

 

 



But in transient multilingual 
settings?  

 

• Data: sociolinguistic interviews conducted by first author 

• Methods: qualitative and interactional sociolinguistic analysis 
of ‘construct resource’ segments 

• One key question ”does accent matter?” as a way into 
discussion of language practices and norms 



Data example 1: non-local 
student  



Data example 2: non-local 
student 



Data example 3: the troubled 
‘mixed’ group 



Data example 4: Danish student on 
proficiency 



Data example 5: another Danish 
student (lecture setting) 



Data example 6: non-locals in 
group work 



Data example 7: authenticity 
troubles 



Data example 8: solidarity 
troubles  



Beginnings of an ideological 
cloudscape… 

STATUS 

SOLIDARITY 

THE REAL ENGLISH 

TALKING NORMAL 

BEING ‘AUTHENTIC’ 
DANES’ GOOD ENGLISH 

DANES’ NOT SO GOOD 
ENGLISH… 

SOLVING 
MISUNDERSTANDINGS 
TOGETHER 



What have we learned 

• A language-attitudinal story of Status and Solidarity is 
recognisable here 

 

• But these are also remade somewhat anew in the specific 
setting of this transient multilingual community 

• Contingencies of lectures (STATUS issues?) and group work 
(SOLIDARITY issues?) are potentially different 

 

• The actual processes behind the formation of these norms is a 
promising further research area… 

 



Excerpt numbers from Mortensen 
and Fabricius (forthcoming) 

 

• excerpt 1: lines 93-104 (interviewee 1)- data example 4 here 

• excerpt 3: lines 109-123 (interviewee 4)- data example 3 here 

• excerpt 4b: lines 59-72  (interviewee 2)- data example 5 here 

• excerpt 5: lines 93-108 (interviewee 3)- data example 2 here 

• excerpt 6: lines 15-36 (interviewee 4)- data example 1 here 

• excerpt 7: lines 164-177 (interviewee 4)- data example 6 here 

• excerpt 8: lines 322-338 (interviewee 1)- data example 8 here 

• excerpt 9: lines 171-187 (interviewee 1)- data example 7 here 
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