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1 ARCO = Association of the Community Radio, Portuguese acronym. 
2 For background information on Mozambique, please see Appendix 1: “Participation and representation 
in Mozambique”. 
3 “Local media are like blood vessels and should irrigate social bonds, because they are representative of 
a community in the geographical and cultural sense [...] For our illiterate populace, a message in their 
own language, that can reach them directly in their hundreds, wherever they are, in their houses or in 
their fields, is a tool that can be very destructive” (Moussa Keïta, director of the regulatory commission 
in Mali, quoted in Tower 2005: 12-13). 
4 “The UNESCO/UNDP Media Development Project” in Mozambique, or Mediamoz for short, operates 
under an agreement between the government and UNESCO signed in 1997. Other local/community 
radios had then been established by the government and the Catholic Church. 
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5 I worked as an intern with local democracy and establishment of participatory structures in another 
community setting in the same province from October 2003 to January 2004. 
6 MISA is a regional press freedom organisation covering 11 countries in Southern and Eastern Africa. I 
worked at the regional head office in Windhoek, Namibia from February to July 2003. 
7 I know of only two: A master's thesis in Communication for Development submitted to Universidade 
Federal do Rio de Janeiro and a PhD thesis on journalism in Mozambique currently underway by a 
German student teaching at the Catholic University in Nampula.�
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8 Including sorting out an unfortunate confrontation with local authorities that happened because I 
neglected to introduce myself properly during my first visits. Chief Technical Adviser Birgittte Jallov 
made an emergency rescue by giving me UNESCO ”credentials”. This incident also broke new ground in 
gathering answers to my field questions as will be shown later. 
9 Community radio is often researched in terms of financial sustainability, local content (local music, talk 
shows), educational value, representation of local languages (bearer of local culture) or regulatory issues. 
But rarely, if ever, in terms of the local news it produces. 
10 Private correspondence, December 2004 
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11 Mass media would also be crucial in a non-democratic, modern society, but my focus here is on the 
liberal notion of a public sphere with open discourse. ”The concept of the public sphere here refers to the 
arena of civic discourse, in which the mass media are said to play a central role in providing social 
mechanisms for public dialogue on the common concerns of society”, typical argument quoted in Tracey 
(1998: 13) 
12 ”Community Media provide a vision and a voice for this agenda [the right to communicate — an 
agenda in which access to new media and communication technologies is seen as an essential part of 
public life and a democratic culture]. Grounded in the core principles of public service media — to 
educate, inform and entertain — Community Media add a fourth principle - to enable access and 
participation.” (manifesto by the UK Community Media Association) 
13 ”community radio plays an important cultural role by facilitating dialogue between diverse 
components of a community by creating what we term a community public sphere” (Forde et al 2003: 
239) 
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15 Radical community radio grew out of repressive regimes and became outlets for landless peasants, 
urban shack dwellers, impoverished indigenous nations and trade unions (AMARC Africa 1998: 15). 
AMARC is the World Association of Community Radio Broadcasters (French acronym). 
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16 Meeting with Mediamoz management February 2004. 
17 Eugénie Aw, former president of AMARC, put it slightly differently when he told the 6th World 
Assembly of AMARC in Senegal: ”Radio, the new tree of speech, is capable of rekindling the key 
tradition of oral expression in which speech builds the village” (AMARC Africa 1998: 1). 
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18 See Appendix 1 
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19 ”Given that power does not reside in a vacuum, the control that the stakeholders in traditional media 
structures lose shifts into the hands of newly empowered community members.” (Olorunnisola 2002: 6) 
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20 A genre is the tacit agreement between the radio and its listeners about how content should be 
presented (Jauert 1990: 5). A genre links format and content according to specific rules. Following these 
rules means that some genres may be used to broadcast content more frequently than others. 
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21 After more than a decade of research on community media, Jankowski for instance finds that there are 
few theoretically-grounded models within the research field (Jankowski 2003). 
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22 Interviews conducted 31 March – 01 April 2004 in Johannesburg 
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23 Thoughts and arguments about cultural dumping and national media values survived, but ”NWICO” is 
rarely invoked as a flying banner anymore. 
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24 Based on political, economic and informational development indicators (Lange 1984: 72-74) 
25 Still a valid observation: Compare with Mozambique's Press Law that was championed by journalists 
association. It defines contribution to ”consolidation of the national unity and defense of the national 
interests” as a fundamental principle of the press. (Libombo 2005: 15). 
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29 See the survey questionnaire in Appendix 5a and 5b. 
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31 Leaders and authorities were often invited into the station to give an interview in the studio, whereas 
interviews with ordinary community members usually took place in other surroundings (markets, fields, 
schools, etc). 
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32 Of whom 11 are men and 4 are women 
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33 Mixuvo was founded simultaneously with the radio in 1999 and began to use the radio's premises when 
the first broadcasts began in 2001.  

 



 68 

��
	�����	��. ��!�*���
��	�����	����
�
����	��&�. ���0 �
���
�����
���
�	�
��	�	���
	�	����

��
���������
�	!�

�

3!1!K!�-��
�

����

5�0 �
�
� 	��� ���� �&���� 
	��� ��������������� 
���	�������������� 	��	� ��	� 	�
�����


���� ����

� �&� 	��� ���
���� 
	�	����	
�� *� 0 �
���
	� ������� 	�� ��	� 0 ���� �
����� ����	�

��
	�����	�������&������
�������0 �
��	�,�����',-. !<3��

�

*�� 	��� ������� �&� ����� �&	�
� ������� 
���
��� ��
�	
� 	�� ,����� ',-. � ���� 	��� ��
	
��	�

��
����	�����
	�<����	�
��*�0 �
���	��
���
���&�
� 	���
����������������	���+ �
	
��	�

'�����
	
�	�
�	��
������?@ A�-. ��
����	���
!�5����������0 �
��
����	�	�������		�
)

�&)&��	������	���
�����
	�&&�0 ����*������	��	���
	�	����������
����!�*�&������	�
	
������

�����
�� *� ���� ��
����� ������ -������� *
���
�� 	��� 
	�	���� ���
����	�
�� �� ����� �&� ���

��

��
	����������		�
��&���	
����	����&
���?@ A�-. =
�������F
����	��&&�����������	�!�

� �� ���� 
����
	��� 	��
�� �������	
� 0 ���� *� &�

	� �

����� ���� 	������� 	��	� ��� 0 �����

����
�����
�
�����0 �	��	�����������	��
�	��
!�*�
�
���������
������

������������
�	���

�������	
� ���� 	�����	� 	��	� &�
����	��
�0 �
�� 	���� 	����� ��
���&!� I�	�
� *��������� 	��

���
�������		�
��&���	
����	������	�*�������	�0 �

��	������������	��	!��

�

@ �0 ��	� 	�
������	�	��	�-�������*
���
�������&�
����	���
���
�	�����������	��

�����

	��	�*�0 �������
�	�	���+ �
	
��	�'�����
	
�	�
���
��&!�6 ����*�	������������	���
�
	��&�	���

���������
	�&&�	��	�*�������	�������		��	����	��	���+ �
	
��	�'�����
	
�	�
�����	��	�*�����

��	������	����
����	���
��������	����0 �
��
	�����!�*�������	��
�
��	���
�
���
��

��&�

	���
�	��	�����	�&�

	����	�0 ��	���	
����	�������?@ A�-. =
�������F
����	��&&�����������	��

	�� �
�� 	���� &�
� ���
���	�	���!� 6 ���� *� 
�	�
����� *������ �������� 
���
�
� ����	� 	���


	����� 
��� 	����� &�
����	��
� ���� 
������

� ����
����	� ��	�
&�
����� 0 �	�� ��� 
	����

�
����	������	������*���������
����������

��
	�����������
�������
	���
�	��	��������


�������������0 ���	���
�!�5��	��
��	����
�������	��	�	���'�����
	
�	�
��
�	�������&��&�	���

��
	
��	����������
	����0 ����
�	����� 	��	����
���� &�
� 
��
��
��&� 
���
�	����
���������

	����&&��

��&�&�
�����

!�-�������*
���
������
�&�
�����	����
����	�
������������
	��
��

������������0 ��
������������
�����&�
������������#	���0 �����0 �
�+ ���
�$��&���������

�����
�������
	�������	���
��
���
!�� ��	�������	��	�&�
�	��
�
��
�����	�0 �
���	��������	��

���������
��
	��������������

��
	�)�*�
��������
���������	
���������
��&���

�������

                                                 
34 Most volunteers and staff would brush of the question by quoting the slogans of ”by the community, for 
the community, of the community” and ”informing, educating and entertaining” that they know by heart. 
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35 Incidently, around this time I had great difficulties in renewing my visa at the provincial immigration 
office. Usually it was a matter of handing in the passport, waiting a week and collecting it - a minimum of 
time and effort. This time it took hours, phone calls and throwing a tantrum to get the final 3 weeks I 
needed to complete my planned field research. There may or may not be a connection between what 
happened in Homoine district and what happened in Inhambane. 
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36 Comprising of 4 elderly, 5 adult and 8 young respondents 
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38 This is backed up by audience surveys undertaken by Radio ARCO. 
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39 The surprise of featuring the remote area Nhaulane/Pembe higher than all other localities in the district 
can be explained by the hunger and food insecurity experienced more severely in that area at the time 
(geographical coverage biased towards one topic). The radio reported recurrently on the high-profile 
measures taken to alleviate current hunger and improve long-term food security in that part of the district. 
The story was relayed to the radio by aid workers who unlike radio staff made regular visits to the 
locality. 
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40 See section 4.4.1 for a definition of the various news genres. 
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41 As an indicator of its international origin, Renamo was initially known by its English acronym MNR. It 
was only later, in a conscious change of PR tactics, that Renamo embraced a Portuguese acronym similar 
to Frelimo's. 
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42 Based on numbers from Unicef, UN Economic Commission for Africa, US State Department and 
Mozambique's government (Hanlon 1991:5, 38, 262, 41-42; Hanlon 2005:274). 
4343 1989: 200,000 actually killed by Renamo, 500,000 infants and 200,000 over the age of 5 died who 
would not otherwise have died. 
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here. 
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45 With the exception of local councils and mayors in 33 cities called municipalities. 
46 According to the national news agency AIM, in 2004 no one knew precisely how many voters were actually registered on the 
voters roll: some voters were duplicated and others were deceased. The numbers are estimates (AIM No. 289, 22nd December 
2004). 



 110 

���
�
� 	�� �� ��
&��	� 822f !� *�� 	��� ����	��� ����	�� 0 ��
�� ��
�� ��

��	
� ��7�� 9
������

��������������C;f ����	���1223���������������	���
!�

'
� 6 ���
	���� ��	�
���$�W�	� 
�	�
�	�'�(
����
�� ���	�� 
��	�� 
����� 
��������� ��
�� �	��
	�

���� �������� ��	� �
�	� �
���� 
��� �
����
�	� *� �
��
�� 
� �	���	� ���� 
� ����
��� �	����
���� ������

��
���	!��#6 ���
	����1228B8;8$!�*��� ���������
	
��	��������������������������0 �	��������


����
� 	��	� ��
	� 
�
����	
� ����� ���� �7��
������ �&� �
� 0 ����� ��
�� 	�� ���0 � ����	��

����	��
���������
����	������
�9
�����!�

�

5��� ����
������ ����	����� ����
���
� ��� ����������� �
�� ����������� ��� 
�����
�

��������� ����
���
!� 9
�����=
� ���
	����� ��� 	��� 
��	�� �
� ����� 	���
� 
����
� 	����

,�����=
� �
������
� ��� 	��� ���	�
� ���� ��� 	��� ��
	�!� 6 ���
	���� #6 ���
	���� 1221B8;8$�

���	�
���������
�
������	��	�	���
��	���
�>�	���
�
����
!�?@ + F��������	��
�������1221�

���
��0 ����	��	���
����	����
�����
�&��
����

��	���
�	�����	0 ����: + F���
�����	�� ���

	������
�
	��
�������N���]���������������	��-�	�����
��
���&
���8B82�	��8B83�#?@ + F�

1221$!�F����������
	���	����	���
��	����
�
��������������	���
�����������
�	�������	���

��
	�������
���
�
��	�
��	��
��

��������		�
����
�������&
�
	
��	�
��������		�
�����

�

	��
�����
���������	����
	
!��U��	�������������1	�
���
�	
���	�������	�����	����
������	����

B�	
���� 
�	
��� 
��� 
���
	� �
�� �		�� ���	� ��� �	������ ��	� ����
����� ����	� 2NNI��� 6 ���
	����

������	������1221�����0 �
���������
	�	�����������
�
���
�	��
�������&�����&�,�������
�

��������
������	������	���1223�����	���
!�"�	���	������,�����������
�	�
	�	���&��
��

�

�&� 	��� 1223�����	���
�� 	�����
�
���
�����
� ������ ��� 
��	�� �&� ����������&� 
	�&&��������	�

��7�
� �	� 
���� �������� 
	�	���
� ���� ���	��	� ��
������	� ��� 	��� @ �	������ A���	����

-����

����#�
���	����������	���
���
�
��

� &
���	���-�
	�
�-��	�
�#1223)122;$�����

	��������������F���	�����F
���

�"����	���*

���<8$!�*	�0 �
���
����	���	��	�	����
������

��	�
�	�
�)��	�#3<f ������
���	��C;f �����KKf ����	����
�����
���	����������	���
$�0 �
�

��
	��� ���,�����=
� 
���!� . ��� �&� 	��� �7�����	���
� 0 �
� 	��	� ��������������� 	�������

������
���&� 	��� 
��������
����� 	�������	�������
� ��� 	��� &����
�#�����������F���	�����

F
���

� "����	��� *

��� <8$!� '���
��	���� ����� ���&
��	�	���� 0 �	�� ����
����	� ���� ��


�
��	���� �
���)��0 �� 
������ ��

� �		
��	���� 	�� 
�
��� ��	�

� 	���� 	�� ����� 	���
� ����
�

��0 �������	�	���
�
���
����������&�
���		�
�	���
�	������!�

*�� 	���1223�����	���
�� 	���
�����
���
	��
�0 �
����
������	��&���
������	�����9
������

���
��
��� �	
� ����
�	�� ��� 1C� 
��	
� 	�� 8H2� 
��	
� ��	� �&� 	��� 	�	��� 1;2!� *�� 	��� 8>>>�

�
�
����	���� ����	���
�� �	� ����
	� ����� 	�� �� 	��� ��	0 ���� ,�����=
� ���� 9
�����=
�

�������	�
!�'�����
�	�� �&� ��

� 	���� ;f � ����� 9
������ ���� 	��� ����)
�
����� �
�
����	�

(������� -��

���� ���	��
� 	�
�!� "�	� ��� 1223� 9
�����=
� ��0 � �
�
����	���� �������	��

'
������: �������0 ���0 �	�� ��������
	������������
�	���&� H<!Cf � �����
	�,�����=
�


�)���	����
� '&��
�� + �������=
� <8!Cf !� '	� ����� ����	���� �&	�
� 8>>3� ,������ ��
�



 111 

���	�
	��� 	��� 
�
��	
� ��� �� ��
��� 
����� ��
��� ��� ������ ����
	���
!� 5��� 
	���
� ��� 	���

��	������ ����	���
� �
�� �7	
������ ����!� 5��� 
��
���� �
� 
	�	��� �
�����
���� �
� 	��	� 	���

0 ����
� 	���
� &���� ���	
����&� 	���������� ������
	
�	�����	���	��������
������������
	
��	��

���� ������ �����
!� F�0 �
� �
� ���	
������� ���� ���&���!� F������
�� ��
	
��	���
� ����

��&�
��	����&��0 �&
���	���	�����0 ���������������	��	���
��
����
���
����!��

�

'� &��	�
� 	��	� �����
�
�
� �&&�����
=� ����������� 	�� ���	
��� ����
����	� ���� ��	� ������

������	���
� �
� 	��� 
�
	��� �&� 
��
��	���	� &�
� ����
����	� ������
	
�	���� �	� 
����
�

�����
!�'	��������������9
����������������
����
��������	��&����������
	
�	������
	
��	�

��
	
��	� �����
��������� �����
� 0 �	�� �&&�����
� 0 ��� ����� &
��� ���	��
� �
��!� 5��� 
��
���

0 �
� 	���
����	� 	
�����
������ ��	
�������	� �&� �	���������
���
!� ������ 	���� �� 
�	�	����

������� ��
� ����� ������ 	�� �
����	� 	��� �
	����
����	� �&� �����	���� ��0 �
� ��
�
!�

: ���
����	� �&&�����
� �
�� 
�����
��� 
��

������ 	�� ��
	
� ��
�0 ��
�� ��� ������������

0 ����� ���� ��� ��	�
�
�	��� �
� �
���	���
� �
� ����	���
� ��������	� ��� 	��� �&&�����=
�


	������� 0 �	�� ���	
��� ����
����	!� 5��
� '�
�
� '���� 	��� ����
��
� �&� *���������

�
���������	���	���1223�����	���
3C��0 �
�&�
��
���	�������
��
��&�@ ��

���
����������	���

��
	��������������9�����F��	���	�����
	
��	�������
	
�	�
��&�� ����������
�&�
��
��������

	��� ��
	
��	� ������
	
�	�
� �&� ��

����� ��
�� ��� @ ��

�� �
�������� ���� �&� ��

������ ���

*����������
������!�

�

6 ���
	�����
��������1221�	��	��	� �
�����

�
��	��
��&	���
�������
��&�����
����	�&
���

�������	����	�������	����	��
���	����������������	��
����0 �
�	���
	���
�&�
�0 ����

)��
�

�

�	�	�����	����������	���
�����������	������	
�������
����	���	
�����
����

�����
����	�

#6 ���
	����1221B8;<)8;3$�	��	���
������	���&�
�
����
	����
�
����
��
��
�0 �����
����	���

��	��
!� *�� 1221� 	��
�� 0 �
� ��
����� 
������	���� �&� 	��� �
������ 	��	� ����
����	� �	� 
���

��	�����������
�������	������	��
�
�����	���
�

�
��&
�������0 !�9
������������
��

���

�	��	� �	
�&��
	������
�

����8>KC�����?@ + F��������	��

�����
�����	���8>>2
���
����

&�
������	
���
�	�������� ������ ����	��������
��	��
��������� ������
	
��	� �����
!� *��1228��

��	��,����������	�������
����	�
����
	���������������	��������
��	��
��������������
�

�
�����
����

�#��	���	�����
���)����

$�	��	�������
��

!�,������0 ��	����
���������

��
������	
������
����&�����	�������
	��
��0 �����	�������
����	�0 ��	��������
��	�	����

�������� �&� ����	�����
� ���� 
��
�
��	�	���
� �&� ������ 
����	��� ���
���
�� 	
���	������

��	��
�	��
�� �����
��� ���� ����
	
�!� -��	
��� ����
����	� 
�
������� 	�� 	��� �
������

0 �	����
���
�����&�	�����0 ����������
	�	�������
��0 ���������	���
�	��	��&&�����
��
��
	����

������	��� ���� 	��
�&�
�� ����� ��0 �
���� ������	����!� "�	� �	� ���
� ����� �
���������

                                                 
47 Aires Aly was appointed Minister of Education in the government formed after the 2004 elections. 
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48 Hanlon quotes Ética Moçambique's 2001 survey of 1200 people, which showed that 45% said they had 
been victims of corruption in the previous six months (Hanlon 2004:755).  

In Transparency International's 2004 Corruption Perceptions Index, Mozambique was placed 90 out of 
146 countries alongside India, Nepal, Russia, Gambia; Tanzania and Malawi – all scored 2.8 on a scale 
where 10 signifies no corruption. 
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49 A Mozambican former employee at UNESCO's Media Project in Mozambique stated that ”there is no 
culture of civic association in Mozambique and it will take time to build it.”  (Private communication). 
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50 Régulos were more or less ”traditional” chiefs appointed by the Portuguese to collect taxes and oversee 
local affairs. Each régulo was responsible for areas that more or less correspond to the localities of today 
and he was seconded by cabos de terra in subdivisions of his area. 
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