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LECOLOGICAL NETWORKS IN DANISH PLANNING

Jesper Brandt

Unit of Landscape, Dep. of economy, forest and landscape, The Danish
Agricultural University, Denmark

In the end of the 70lies island-bio-geographical theory begin to influence
regional planning in Denmark. Al that lime considerable resources were put
into not only planning for different maln sectors (setilernent, industry,
infrastructure, agriculture, conservation) bul emphasis was also pul on
integrative approaches lo rcgional planning. Especially in (he greater
Copenhagen arca the nccessity of integraling settlement planning, industrial
planning and infrastructurc planning gave risc to the setting up of big-scale
transport coridors as a backbone of the regional planning, and this made it a
straight-forward process to argue for the same approach in conservation
planning, through combining conservalion of important habilats with the
planning of dispersal corridors for wildlife, that at the same time could support
regional approaches to recreational planning.

The idea spread rapidly and binding rules for ccological, landscape,
cultural geographical and recreational conectionss in conservation planning
and it* s integration in the regional planning were sct up already in 1983, and
implemented in differenl ways in the regional plans of the 15 Danish Counties
the following years.

Only very little rescarch existed at that time, that could serve as a
scienlific base for such type of planning, thus making the realization of the
plans rather dependent on other types of arguments. Nevertheless the
ccological connections having been a part of the regional plans for now more
than 1O years, have been a continuous stimulation for the planning authoritics,
and a lot of expericnce bhas been galhered concerning their management.
During the last years new trends within nature conscrvation, environmental
and agricultural planning have revitalized he interest and expanded the bunch
of instruments for inteprated landscape planning. Concrete expericnce ot
nature monitoring and restoration has been adding to the knowledge of the
dispersal of important threatened species in Denmark.

This project describes how the ideas of dispersal ccology has becn
implernented in the regional planning of the Danish countics, how far the
planning has been implemented, and evaluates the present resulis. In this
process, practical planning has in many cases contributed to the development
of basic landscape-ccological rescarch, that should be collecled and evaluated,
too. The project emphasis on how to linkage this regional ccological planniog
with a more fine-grained ecological network, mainly formed by smali
biotapes, only to a minor degree regulated by conservation planning, but
conslituting a more and rmore integrated part of agricultural and environmental
planning at the national and EU level.
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