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 FINLAND SWEDEN DENMARK NORWAY Fin Swe Den Nor 
 F M F M F M F M Total  

N= 35 11 47 15 46 26 101 32 46 62 72 133 
             

% Female         76 76 64 76 
Age             

20-21 51 27 39 27 7 4 24 38 46 36 6 27 
22-24 37 45 46 13 42 35 38 34 39 38 39 37 
25-27 11 9 4 33 29 15 23 22 11 11 24 23 

28 or older 0 18 11 27 22 46 16 6 4 15 31 14 
Educational level13             

2nd school 59 80 47 38 61 50 24 33 64 45 57 26 
1-2 yrs higher education 24 10 38 54 8 36 39 43 20 41 18 40 
3 yrs+ higher education 18 10 16 8 32 14 37 23 16 14 25 34 

Fathers educational level             
No higher education 52 33 56 60 15 17 31 21 47 57 16 28 

Basc. Dg. or lower 21 33 15 20 73 28 37 45 24 16 57 39 
Master Dg. or PhD 28 33 29 20 12 56 32 34 29 27 27 33 

             
Parent journalist 10 0 0 0 9 6 6 10 8 0 8 7 

             
Previous experience from 

journalism 
        

    
No 36 20 42 77 47 27 32 24 33 50 40 30 

Yes, unpaid 27 20 38 8 29 32 26 31 26 31 30 27 
Yes, paid part-time 12 30 16 8 18 36 25 24 16 14 25 25 
Yes, paid full-time 24 30 4 8 5 5 17 21 26 5 5 18 

Work experience (non-
journalistic, fulltime 

jobs) 

        

    
No 76 90 56 25 34 5 72 67 79 49 23 71 

1-2 yrs 18 10 31 25 45 27 21 23 16 30 38 22 
3+ yrs 6 0 13 50 21 68 6 10 5 21 38 7 

Plans to take further 
education afterwards 

        
    

Yes 71 30 22 0 13 14 51 37 61 17 13 47 
Not sure 12 10 28 62 41 18 9 33 11 36 33 15 

No 18 60 50 38 46 68 40 30 27 47 54 38 
Became interested in 

journalism         33 42 49 46 
…  during childhood / 

adolescence 31 36 49 20 59 32 49 35 41 16 28 22 
… during 2ndary school 40 45 13 27 18 44 19 29 26 42 23 33 

… later 29 18 38 53 23 24 32 35 33 42 49 46 
Certain that they want to 

work as a journalist             
Completely certain 21 10 30 29 54 67 43 40 18 30 58 42 

Fairly certain 35 60 50 43 33 19 34 17 41 48 28 30 
Uncertain 44 30 20 29 13 14 23 43 41 22 13 28 
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 FINLAND SWEDEN DENMARK NORWAY Fin Swe Den Nor 
 F M F M F M F M Total  

N= 35 11 47 15 46 26 101 32 46 62 72 133 
Varied and lively work 94 100 100 93 98 96 100 93 96 98 97 98 

Work with interest 
subjects 100 100 98 100 98 71 98 97 100 98 88 98 

Creative work 94 82 96 79 80 67 98 93 91 92 75 97 
The pleasure of 
communication 82 82 93 71 93 100 93 73 82 88 95 88 

A job with freedom and 
independence 79 91 87 93 85 63 90 100 82 88 77 92 

Meet interesting persons 88 91 96 79 88 75 89 80 82 67 86 90 
The pleasure of writing 79 45 87 79 98 96 88 77 71 85 97 85 

Participate in public 
debates 82 82 70 57 95 71 90 93 89 92 83 87 

Fight injustice 68 73 78 79 70 63 85 70 69 78 67 82 
Explaining/simplifying 

complicated issues 65 55 67 57 85 46 66 63 62 65 70 65 
Help individuals 68 36 70 79 35 54 77 60 60 68 55 73 

Travel 65 45 72 57 45 71 75 67 60 72 42 73 
Self-realization 88 91 61 36 58 63 67 57 89 55 59 64 

Investigate the powerful 62 64 57 64 45 63 65 80 62 58 52 68 
Journalistic identitity 

appeals to me 53 64 59 29 60 38 48 57 56 52 52 50 
Secure employment 44 27 54 21 38 13 55 57 40 47 28 56 

Good wages 26 18 37 14 40 50 46 47 24 32 44 46 
Can work in hometown 24 36 24 7 33 33 36 40 27 20 33 37 

High status 44 36 30 14 18 17 27 30 42 27 17 28 
Becoming a celebrity 3 9 4 7 0 38 8 3 4 5 14 7 
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 FINLAND SWEDEN DENMARK NORWAY Fin Swe Den Nor 
 F M F M F M F M Total  

N= 35 11 47 15 46 26 101 32 46 62 72 133 
             

Culture 91 90 73 50 81 41 90 79 76 67 92 83 
Society/politics 78 70 65 75 92 91 80 93 90 67 66 88 

Int. Conflicts 66 80 63 67 89 59 72 72 69 63 78 72 
Entertainment 47 50 65 42 57 68 70 72 69 63 76 67 

Developing countries 69 70 63 67 92 50 69 59 67 52 76 66 
Multicultural topics 75 40 58 33 89 55 74 38 48 60 61 71 

Crime 41 40 45 50 51 77 57 62 52 50 68 58 
Religion 56 40 55 33 86 36 63 41 40 46 61 59 

Popular science 59 50 60 25 43 32 56 59 57 52 39 57 
Consumer 69 60 38 50 51 55 47 14 67 40 53 39 

Emergencies/accidents 31 50 40 33 24 45 54 38 52 50 22 45 
Health/family 63 20 55 33 32 5 52 21 36 38 32 50 

Sport 31 40 35 50 41 55 29 62 33 38 46 37 
Economy/trade 25 60 18 33 35 23 27 55 33 21 31 33 
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 FINLAND SWEDEN DENMARK NORWAY Fin Swe Den Nor 
 F M F M F M F M Total  

N= 35 11 47 15 46 26 101 32 46 62 72 133 
             

Newspaper (national) 44 60 24 42 49 86 30 45 48 28 62 33 
Television (national) 6 10 17 17 22 14 32 10 7 17 19 27 

Magazine 3 0 37 17 0 0 16 3 2 32 0 13 
Newspaper (regional) 13 10 10 0 3 0 7 7 12 8 2 7 

Radio (national) 3 10 0 0 8 0 5 21 5 0 5 9 
PR/communication 13 0 2 0 5 0 1 0 10 2 3 1 

News Agency 6 0 5 17 3 0 1 7 5 8 2 2 
TV/Radio (regional) 0 0 0 8 5 0 2 3 0 2 3 2 

Other 12 10 5 0 5 0 5 3 11 3 4 6 
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Finland: Best newspaper: Helsinki Sanomat (59%), Hufvudstadsbladet (9%), Suomen kuvalehti (6%), Voima (6%), Hesari (6%) 
 Best TV channel: YLE (59%), MTV 3 (21%)   Best radio channel: YLE (41%), Radio Vega (23%) 

  
Denmark: Best newspaper:  Politiken (57%), Jyllandsposten (14%), Ekstrabladet (10%) Information (7%) 

Best TV channel: Danmarks Radio (54%), TV2 (35%) Best radio channel: DR 85% (P1 38% P3 32%), Radio 100 (12%) 
 

Sweden:  Best newspaper: Dagens Nyheter (62%), Aftonbladet (16%), Göteborg-posten (12%), Svenska Dagbladet (5%) 
 Best TV channel:  SVT (77%), TV4 (14%), Kanal 1 (4%). Best radio channel: SR 69% (P1 33% P3 25%), P4 (16%) 

 
Norway:  Best newspaper: Aftenposten (42%), Dagbladet (17%), VG (13%), Morgenbladet (7%) 

Best TV channel:  NRK (71%), TV2 (27%). Best radio channel: NRK 77% (P1 23% P2 18% P3 18%), P4 (17%) 
 
Percentages in paranthesis = percentages of those who have suggested a newspaper/channel in this country. 
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 FINLAND SWEDEN DENMARK NORWAY Fin Swe Den Nor 
 F M F M F M F M Total  

N= 35 11 47 15 46 26 101 32 46 62 72 133 
             

Curiosity 75 60 77 70 78 90 95 86 71 76 82 93 
A sense of language 88 70 62 50 75 38 85 68 83 59 61 81 

Thoroughness 88 30 69 60 67 43 75 79 74 67 58 76 
Knowledge of society 78 70 54 40 61 33 84 75 76 51 51 82 

A sense of justice 69 50 54 50 39 24 63 39 64 53 33 58 
A creative personality 66 40 36 50 33 24 52 39 60 39 30 49 

Understand human nature 53 20 38 40 28 52 39 25 45 39 37 36 
Efficiency and speed 44 20 31 10 19 10 43 36 38 27 16 42 

Compassion 31 20 33 10 8 48 30 18 29 29 23 28 
Political neutrality 13 20 15 0 14 10 24 18 14 12 12 23 
A certain “cheek” 19 10 8 0 8 43 13 7 17 6 21 12 

Broad life experience 22 20 8 20 6 0 16 11 21 10 4 15 
A close relation to sources 6 0 8 20 3 5 13 14 5 10 4 13 

Knowing “what sells” 3 0 3 0 6 43 8 18 2 2 19 10 
A charming personality 9 0 5 0 0 5 14 11 7 4 2 13 
Respect for authorities 3 10 3 0 0 0 1 4 5 2 0 2 
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 FINLAND SWEDEN DENMARK NORWAY Fin Swe Den Nor 
 F M F M F M F M Total  

N= 35 11 47 15 46 26 101 32 46 62 72 133 
             

Bring forwards various 
opinions 80 44 74 44 68 58 70 43 72 68 64 64 

Simplify and explain 
complicated issues 73 67 71 22 82 74 59 39 72 61 79 54 

Facilitate public debate 80 56 74 56 38 16 69 57 74 70 30 66 
Investigate the powerful 77 44 66 89 29 68 56 64 69 70 43 58 

Give objective information 90 33 71 22 62 26 56 54 77 61 49 55 
Stimulate the public to 

new ideas 83 78 60 44 56 37 64 21 82 57 49 53 
A defender of individuals 43 22 57 44 12 53 67 43 38 55 26 61 

Criticize injustice 53 56 51 44 18 42 57 57 54 50 26 57 
Provide experiences 47 11 43 0 32 32 59 29 38 34 32 52 
���������	
��
���	��

��
����

���	���������
 47 33 51 22 29 16 50 18 44 45 25 42 
Be a neutral reporter of 

happenings 73 44 54 33 44 11 32 14 67 50 32 28 
Be free from special 

interests 50 33 31 11 32 21 15 11 46 27 28 14 
One who influence public 

opinion 20 22 17 0 21 16 32 32 21 14 19 32 
Provide recreation 23 11 20 11 21 53 23 14 21 18 32 21 

Spokeperson for the local 
community 43 0 14 11 12 37 25 7 33 14 21 21 

One who can educate the 
public as consumers 37 11 17 33 29 53 14 0 31 20 38 10 

Tell the truth regardless of 
consequences 17 11 23 67 6 21 16 21 15 32 11 17 

Mirror common opinions 20 0 20 11 3 0 14 7 15 18 2 12 
Ensure that media 
businesses do well 0 0 3 0 3 37 3 7 0 2 15 4 
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 FINLAND SWEDEN DENMARK NORWAY Fin Swe Den Nor 
 F M F M F M F M Total  

N= 35 11 47 15 46 26 101 32 46 62 72 133 
Political party ownership 83 33 74 78 81 83 89 83 71 75 82 87 

Cross-ownership 79 100 94 89 66 56 86 83 84 93 62 85 
Investors demand for 

dividends 90 100 77 67 69 44 89 79 92 75 60 86 
Self-censorship by 

journalists 83 78 81 78 53 83 89 62 82 80 64 82 
Journalists lack of 

knowledge on society 83 56 77 56 75 28 80 69 76 73 58 78 
Increasing work tempo 83 89 81 67 53 22 80 76 84 78 42 79 
Too much focus on the 

national capital 69 33 74 56 50 44 82 69 61 70 48 78 
Foreign ownership 66 67 58 56 53 39 77 79 66 58 48 78 

"Pack mentality" of 
journalists 59 44 55 67 53 39 79 59 55 58 48 74 

State ownership 66 22 52 67 56 61 69 62 55 55 58 67 
Advertisement-based 

media 55 67 58 33 34 33 70 69 58 53 34 70 
Weaknesses in the 
professional ethics 76 33 68 67 50 22 54 52 66 68 40 53 

The sources increased 
journalistic proficiency 52 33 42 22 34 28 52 48 47 38 32 51 

The public's need for 
simplification 55 78 26 33 28 33 52 45 61 28 30 50 
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Prev. paid 
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Father  or 
M

othher  
journ. exp. 

Father higher 
education 

G
oodness- of 
–Fit (H

-L
)  

If working as a journalist in the future, would want to work in... (1st choice) 
Newspaper 2,7* 1,2 3,3** 1,3 0,6* 1,0 2,1** 0,8 2,1 1,1 0.64 

z (2,2) (0,5) (2,8) (0,7) (-2,1) (0,1) (2,8) (-0,8) (1,5) (0,5)  
Television 0,1** 0,5 0,5 0,9 2,4* 1,0 1,0 0,9 0,6 0,8 0.32 

z (-2,7) (-1,6) (-1,3) (-0,2) (2,5) (0,3) (0,1) (-0,3) (-0,9) (-0,6)  
Magazine 0,4 5,6** a 2,1 3,1* 1,0 0,4 1,3 a 0,7 0.62 

z (-0,8) (2,9)  (1,2) (1,9) (-0,2) (-1,8) (0,6)  (-0,9)  
Important reasons for wanting to be a journalist (”very important”) 

Participate publ. 
debate 0,9 0,6 0,3* 1,1 2,3** 1,0 1,2 1,5 1,0 2,2** 

0.16 

z (-0,3) (-1,4) (-2,5) (0,3) (2,9) (-0,1) (0,8) (1,4) (-0,1) (2,9)  
A job with freedom 

and independence 0,4 0,6 0,4* 0,9 1,5 1,0 1,4 0,9 1,1 1,0 
0.09 

z (-1,9) (-1,2) (-2,1) (-0,4) (1,6) (1,1) (1,2) (-0,6) (0,1) (-0,1)  
Do creative work 1,3 0,5 0,3** 1,1 1,9** 1,0 0,9 1,6 0,8 0,8 0.37 

z (0,5) (-1,6) (-3,1) (0,2) (2,2) (0,0) (-0,3) (1,7) (-0,4) (-0,9)  
Investigate the 

powerful 1,2 1,0 0,8 1,7 0,5* 1,0 1,0 1,7* 0,9 1,0 
0.25 

z (0,3) (0,0) (-0,5) (1,4) (-2,1) (-0,9) (-0,1) (2,0) (-0,2) (0,0)  
Journalistic topics interested to work with (”very interested”) 

Society/political news 1,4 1,1 3,1** 2,0 0,9 1,0 0,8 1,3 0,8 1,2 0.29 
z (0,7) (0,2) (2,8) (2,0) (-0,4) (0,4) (-0,9) (1,0) (-0,5) (0,8)  

Entertainment 0,1** 0,2** 0,2** 0,5* 1,2 1,0 1,4 0,6 1,4 0,7 0.39 
z (-4,2) (-3,3) (-3,7) (-2,1) (0,6) (-1,3) (1,1) (-1,7) (0,6) (-1,1)  

Culture 0,5 0,7 0,4* 0,9 1,4 1,0 1,1 0,7 1,4 1,1 0.48 
z (-1,8) (-1,1) (-2,1) (-0,4) (1,2) (0,6) (0,3) (-1,2) (0,6) (0,3)  

Consumer topics 0,3 0,2* 1,2 0,2* 1,2 1,0 2,7* 2,0 0,6 0,6 0.15 
z (-1,8) (-2,5) (0,4) (-3,3) (0,5) (0,2) (2,7) (1,8) (-0,7) (-1,6)  

Sport 0,2 0,9 2,2 1,6 0,3** 0,8** 1,4 0,7 0,8 0,7 0.44 
z (-1,9) (-0,1) (1,5) (1,0) (-3,8) (-2,5) (1,1) (-1,0) (-0,4) (-1,2)  

Traits and qualities that are seen as important for a good journalist (”very important”) 
A sense of justice 1,2 0,7 0,4* 1,2 2,0* 1,0 1,0 0,8 0,9 0,9 0.18 

z (0,5) (-1,0) (-2,2) (0,4) (2,5) (-0,8) (0,0) (-0,8) (-0,3) (-0,3)  
A creative personality 1,1 0,4* 0,3** 0,7 1,6 1,1 0,9 1,0 0,8 1,0 0.14 

z (0,1) (-2,4) (-3,2) (-1,0) (1,6) (1,6) (-0,3) (-0,2) (-0,4) (0,1)  
Efficiency and speed 0,3** 0,2** 0,1** 0,4* 2,0* 0,9 1,9* 1,3 3,2* 0,5* 0.14 

z (-2,7) (-3,8) (-4,0) (-2,5) (2,2) (-1,5) (2,3) (1,0) (2,2) (-2,4)  
Knowledge of society 1,0 0,3 0,4 1,5 1,8 1,0 1,0 1,3 2,1 1,4 0.16 

z (0,1) (-2,6) (-2,5) (1,1) (2,0) (-0,8) (-0,1) (0,8) (1,1) (1,2)  
The role of journalism in society are to be (”totally agree”) 

Critic of injustice 1,1 0,8 0,3** 1,3 0,9 1,0 0,8 1,4 1,3 0,9 0.07 
z (0,3) (-0,5) (-2,7) (0,8) (-0,4) (0,1) (-0,8) (1,4) (0,5) (-0,5)  

Investigate the 
powerful 4,2** 4,0** 1,2 2,2* 0,9 1,0 1,5 1,3 1,6 1,2 

0.32 

z (3,2) (3,3) (0,4) (2,2) (-0,5) (-0,5) (1,6) (1,1) (0,9) (0,6)  
A neutral reporter of 

happenings 1,5 0,7 0,4* 0,4** 4,4** 1,0 0,9 0,5* 1,8 0,9 
0.14 

z (1,0) (-0,7) (-2,0) (-2,8) (4,4) (-0,5) (-0,2) (-2,4) (1,1) (-0,3)  
 Mirror common 

opinions in society 0,3* 0,4 0,0** 0,3** 2,4* 1,1 1,3 0,5 1,5 2,4* 
0.34 

z (-2,3) (-1,6) (-3,4) (-3,1) (2,0) (1,2) (0,8) (-1,8) (0,6) (2,3)  
Faciliate public debate 3,4** 2,0 0,5 2,0 2,4** 1,0 0,9 1,2 1,2 1,4 0.17 

z (2,6) (1,7) (-1,9) (1,9) (3,1) (-0,3) (-0,5) (0,5) (0,3) (1,3)  
The following developments are a threat to a free and critical press in my country (”great danger”) 

Foreign ownership 0,5 0,6 0,3 1,0 0,9 1,0 0,8 1,0 0,2 1,1 0.73 
z (-1,2) (-1,1) (-2,0) (0,0) (-0,3) (1,0) (-0,8) (0,1) (-1,3) (0,4)  

Advertisment-based 
media 1,5 0,8 0,6 1,6 1,6 1,0 0,7 1,0 2,1 0,9 

0.76 

z (0,8) (-0,5) (-1,0) (1,1) (1,2) (-0,1) (-1,1) (-0,1) (1,4) (-0,4)  
Party ownership 0,9 0,9 1,3 1,6 1,8* 1,0 1,1 0,9 0,7 1,2 0.12 

z (-0,3) (-0,2) (0,7) (1,3) (2,1) (0,3) (0,3) (-0,6) (-0,8) (0,7)  
State ownership 1,1 1,2 1,1 1,4 1,1 1,0 1,2 0,7 0,9 0,7 0.75 

z (0,2) (0,3) (0,1) (0,8) (0,3) (0,6) (0,5) (-1,3) (-0,2) (-1,1)  
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NOTES ON THE LOGISTIC REGRESSION TABLE  
The odds ratios in the table give the odds of event A to be true if event B is true (when controlling for all the variables in the model). A 
practical example: The singular odds (not included in the table) of a Finnish student to have a newspaper as his/hers primary career goal is 
1,5 (25 yes, 17 no), for a Swedish student the same odds are 0,6 (19 yes, 34 no). This gives an odds ratio (which is a measure their relative 
difference) of 1,5/0,6=2,5, meaning that a Finnish student is almost three times more likely than a Swede to want to work in a newspaper. We 
cannot, however, be sure if this difference is mainly related to national differences, or if it is related to differences in the distribution of other 
properties (it may for example be that this wish is mainly an effect of age, and the Finnish students are on average somewhat younger than 
the Swedes). To reduce (but far from abolish) the problem of spurious effects – that is, that we postulate as a national difference what in 
reality is related mainly to another variable – we have introduced into the model some control variables (predictors): age, gender, previous 
experience (higher education, paid experience as a journalist) and social background (having a father or mother with journalistic experience, 
having a father with higher education). By controlling for their influence through multiple logistic regression, we find that the Finnish 
students odds of choosing a newspaper is now 2,7 and the  Swedes 1,2, giving a odds ratio of 2,3 – a slight reduction, but still a marked 
difference. In addition, we can see that gender and having previous journalistic experience are important factors for this choice (females are 
less interested in newspapers, and students are twice as likely to want to work in a newspaper if they have some previous paid experience 
than those with no such experience). 
 
The included Hosmer and Lemeshow's Goodness of Fit Test tests the null hypothesis that the data were generated by the model. If >=.05, the 
test suggests that the model's estimates fit the data at an acceptable level – the larger, the better. All regressions presented here satisfy this 
basic criterion (even if the pseudo R2-statistic indicates that the underlying model is often not very good).  
 
 The z-values are the individual logistic regression coefficients, and can be interpreted by a roughly similar logic as standardized beta-
coefficients in linear regression, as suggesting the relative strength and direction of a predictor on the predicted variable. The Wald statistic is 
used to test each coefficient for significance against the null hypothesis that the effect of this predictor is zero. Odds radios where p>|z| are 
below 0.05 are marked with one asterisk, two asterisks if below 0.01.  
 
(a) In this case, the odds for the categories marked with an (a) was dropped by the analysis because cat=0  predicts failure perfectly.  In this 
case, no Danish students or students with a father/mother journalist wished to work in a magazine, making the odds infinite and incalculable. 
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